2nd XI Season Review 2011

By Darren Wilson

2011 proved to be a very mixed season for the team in many ways and one characterised by inconsistency. The end result was a very respectable 4th in a league where the bar seems to be raised every season.

The season began with high hopes of us mounting a serious defence of our title as throughout the winter we thought we had only lost 2 players with Brett Kinsey moving to Yeadon and James Butterfield having a season off. This meant that we believed we had kept the nucleus of the squad together, and we would still have a settled side, but in reality this never happened for one reason or another.

We started with a trip to Bowling Old Lane, personally one of my favourite grounds, as the team and myself have historically done well there. We travelled in good spirits with Jonny Thompson, our new signing from Shipley Prov and Phil Hiley promoted from the 3s, in the team to complement last year’s title winning side. The game itself was indicative of the season as a whole as we were shot out for 113 yet still managed to win as our bowling attack got us out of jail. Inevitably this wouldn’t always happen. 

Three defeats followed and it was becoming apparent that our batting could be an issue. We had a moral boosting win at home to Morley when skipper Ross Todd smashed a 100, but it wasn’t until the 5th game where we put in what I would call a ‘complete performance’ defeating Hanging Heaton by 50 odd runs, that we starting looking like a good side. This performance was most notable on a personal level when I shared in a 222 run partnership with Dom Chalk to set up the win. Unfortunately this was one of my only scores of note in a very poor season personally with the bat.

This started a very good run of results and what was most notable in the middle part of the season was that players who were coming into the side were starting to make meaningful contributions. Jonny Thompson was taking wickets regularly, Mubasher Khan hit 74 not out in a 5 wicket win over Bradford and Bingley, and Inzi Mahmood and Mamoon Rashid both scored 70 odd in a win over Windhill. One of the real plus points of the season was how the guys who came into the team developed over the season and starting making places their own, underlined by Inzi winning the much coveted player of the year award. This will be increasingly important going forward. 

We actually started the 2nd half of the season top of the league and with high hopes that we could do it again. Brett Kinsey returned from Yeadon and demonstrated how he has developed as a bowler. Special mention must go to Brett who won the league bowling taking 43 wickets in half a season, no mean feat whatsoever.

After two victories against Bowling Old Lane, most notable for Inzi’s 18 ball 50 and PSL we went to Farsley for a top of the table clash. Unfortunately on the day we just weren’t good enough against the side who went on the win the title. What we didn’t expect was it to be the start of a disastrous run of results when we lost 6 on the spin. This spell highlighted the frailty of our batting when no one showed any sort of form. We actually didn’t pick up a batting point for a month, which was disappointing for all concerned. 

Fortunately we managed to win our final 3 games comprehensively which meant we finished 4th and some notable performances from the final 3 games were Brett’s 8 for 25 against Hartshead Moor and Mooney’s majestic 100 against Windhill.

Mention must also go to Jamie Abbott who continues in my opinion to be the best bowler in 2nd team cricket. His control of line and length is unwavering and he continues to be a real thorn in most teams’ side.   

As most people associated with the club know myself, Brett Kinsey and skipper Ross Todd have decided to leave the club and will be playing next year for Tong Park/Esholt. This was a very tough decision for all 3 of us and one which was not made overnight. Ross Todd’s 4 years at the helm have seen the 2nd team become a very strong outfit, culminating in last year’s title winning success. He has instilled a real winning mentality in the side and one that has a fantastic team spirit. 

Next season it will be someone else’s challenge to take the team forward but whoever it is I wish them every success and will be there to support them whenever I can.                   

